JOGY ANJAPPA'S FOWL                     75

not stolen. They insisted that I did. Finally, they
decided that I did commit the offence. They told
me that I should pay a fine of twenty rupees,
otherwise I should go to jail I paid the fine and
came home."

" How could they say that you had stolen the
fowl, Anjappa ? Was the fowl with you ?"

"That was the trouble, Rangappa. The
damned thing was found with me and so I was
caught.'5

" Then you had stolen it ? "

" Not so fast, my master ! It is just there the
mistake lies. The fowl was in my possession.
But I had not stolen it."

" Then/5 said Rangappa " You have to
explain the thing to me. Come now, let us hear
what had happened.55

. 2

This occurred some forty years ago. Anjappa
was then of middle age. He used in those days
to wander from village to village in pursuit of his
profession. You know that the occupation of a
jogy is to decorate himself according to the tradi-
tion, and sling a bag on one shoulder and a single-
stringed musical instrument on the other, and go
over the villages, singing the ballads which have